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 PHILIPPINES PROJECT STARTS UP FOUNDER’S COMMENTS 
 

Last year at DEMA, we officially 
launched this 11th Hour Hero 
subset of Save Our Leatherbacks 
Operation to pursue marine re-
mediation projects.  We humans 
over the past 40 years have  
ruined our oceans to the point 
that they can no longer self-cure.  
Soon, if we do NOT act, only 
DEAD SEAS will remain!  
  

Already, fish stocks vanish, and 
reefs collapse to rubble that can’t support sea life.  These 
losses are not solely from warmer water; we see discarded 
fish nets and so many other forms of waste adding to the 
destruction.  For example, a simple plastic bag, if improp-
erly disposed, will wind its way into the ocean where it 
looks like a tasty squid or jellyfish to a pelagic who then 
perishes in misery after the swallowed bag blocks its diges-
tive tract.  (Learn more at 11thhourheroes.org .) 
 

After 16 years of finding ways to reverse extinction of the 
Leatherback sea turtle, we are confident we CAN reverse 
ocean damage.  We are greatly pleased that Philippine vol-
unteers have embarked on our first project with initial ac-
tivities described at right.  One of our Directors, Bonnie 
McKenna, is the lead manager of this project.  An 11th 
Hour Director will steer each project we launch.  BUT we 
CANNOT tackle projects alone.  Will you join us by donat-
ing, volunteering, and asking others you know to help too!  
Please DONATE TODAY at 11thhourheroes.org !  
 

 —Larry McKenna, Founder 

Inside this issue:                                                                                                                           Page 

Join 11th Hour Heroes at DEMA! 2 

Like and Follow Us on Facebook 2 

Help Us Share Our Story 2 

Ocean Briefings: Artic Ice Lost / Coral Reefs Lost 3 

Ocean Briefings: Ocean Garbage Patches / Toxic PCBs in Pacific / Better Way to Clean Oil Spills 4 

Our 11th Hour Heroes volunteer project based from 
Marco Vincent Resort began with a 2-day cleanup of 
local underwater dive sites and a beach.  This team 

collected many 
bags of trash, a 
great start to re-
storing our seas!  
Future  efforts will 
protect Verde Is-
land reef, called 
“the best dive area 
on the planet”.   
To learn/follow/
join, please visit 
@11thHour Heroes  
on Facebook. 

Team with bags of underwater clean-
up trash (Rizza Fermin’s photo) 

Volunteers  with bags of beach clean-
up trash (Bonnie McKenna’s photo)  

http://www.11thhourheroes.org
http://www.11thhourheroes.org
https://www.facebook.com/11thHourHeroes/


2 

SAVE OUR SEAS...BEFORE THEY ARE GONE! 

         Donate Today!   www. 11thhourheroes.org                @11thHourHeroes 

                             e-mail: info-11thhourheroes@earthlink.net 

A new 3-minute video clip tells the story about how and why, after 15 years of success in finding ways to reverse 

the Leatherback sea turtle’s spiral to extinction, we are now expanding our efforts to tackle more marine envi-

ronmental challenges.  The video is posted on our website, 11thhourheroes.org , and on our Facebook page, 

@11thHour Heroes .  Please have a look today and help us share our story and the need for funding!  Time is 

short.  The oceans cannot wait for someone else to do it! 

 JOIN 11TH HOUR HEROES AT DEMA! 

 LIKE AND FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK... 

“Saving Our Oceans: 11th Hour Heroes Are Actively Making Our 1st Project a Success!” is the title of the presenta-

tions we will give at DEMA in Orlando, FL from November 1-4, 2017. 
 

Founder Dr. Larry McKenna will speak:  

       Wed. Nov. 1                4:00-4:45 PM                    Image Resource Center (Booth #523) on the show floor 
 

Larry will be joined by other Directors at these additional Seminars:               

               Thurs. Nov. 2             11:00-11:45 AM                 Room 5310A 

               Fri. Nov 3                   11:00-11:45 AM                 Room 5310C 

               Sat. Nov 4                  11:00-11:45 AM                 Room 5310E 
                                 

Additionally, 11th Hour Heroes and its parent organization, Save Our Leatherbacks Operation, will share Booth 

#636 (on the show floor close to the Image Resource Center).  If you are attending DEMA, please stop by to join 

us by learning, volunteering, and donating to help make our efforts succeed! 

Please check out @11thHourHeroes on Facebook today.  We invite you to like and follow us.  Our page will share 

updates on our activities and on many ocean conservation topics.  Many thanks to Dr. Mike Miller, a Director of 

our parent organization, for his volunteer efforts to start the Facebook page for 11th Hour Heroes.  Below is the 

lead image from our Facebook page.  Positive comments and suggestions about our page are always welcome! 

 HELP US SHARE OUR STORY... 

http://www.11thhourheroes.org
https://www.facebook.com/11thHourHeroes/
https://www.facebook.com/11thHourHeroes/


3 

SAVE OUR SEAS...BEFORE THEY ARE GONE! 

         Donate Today!   www. 11thhourheroes.org                @11thHourHeroes 

                             e-mail: info-11thhourheroes@earthlink.net 

OCEAN BRIEFINGS 

We’d like to share some insights about human-caused damage to our oceans and the need to remediate.  Aware-

ness is a start toward reversing the destruction, and the time left to act is short.  Please share widely with all oth-

ers who share passion for our seas and the marine life within them, and ask them to please join you in donating 

to help us today!  Donations are US tax deductible as 11th Hour Heroes is a subsidiary of the IRS certified 501(c)

(3) charitable foundation, Save Our Leatherbacks Operation.  Donations may be made at 11thhourheroes.org . 
 

 

The carbon dioxide emissions 

attributable to the average 

American translate to losing  

600 square feet of artic sea 

ice annually, according to Dr. 

Dirk Notz of the Max Planck 

Institute. In total, 34,000 

square miles of arctic sea ice 

is lost annually.  What re-

mained in 2016 covered 38% 

less area than in 1979.  Fur-

thermore, the oldest, thickest sea ice amounts to only 22% in 2016, down from 45% in the 1980’s (AP and NO-

AA, Aug. 2017).  Click here to view dramatic decline over time on YouTube:  NOAA 1984-2016 

(Sources: USA Today, Doyle Rice, Nov. 2016; AP and NOAA, Aug. 2017.) 
 

 
 

Centuries-old nautical charts, mapped by sail-

ors to avoid shipwrecks, were used to study 

the loss of Florida coral reefs.  More than half 

of the coral reefs mapped in the 1770s are 

gone.  In many areas near land, the coral loss 

approaches 90% (Science Advances, Dr. Lau-

ren McClenachan et al, Sept. 2017, “Ghost 

reefs: Nautical charts document large spatial 

scale of coral reef loss over 240 years”). 
 

Across the globe, the Great Barrier Reef  

suffered massive coral bleaching for an  

unprecedented second year in a row, and 67% 

of the coral in the worst affected area died.  

Dr. Terry Hughes, Director of the ARC Centre of 

Excellence for Coral Reef Studies, is quoted: 

“The combined impact of this back-to-back 

bleaching stretches for 900 miles…”  While the 

2016 event is attributed to El Nino, the subse-

quent 2017 event is attributed to global warm-

ing.  Click here to view more on YouTube:  

Barrier Reef Bleaching (60 Minutes) 

(Sources: USA Today, Mary Bowerman, April 

2017 and CBS, 60 Minutes, Nick Greenaway, 

Apr. 2017) 

      Images from the  NASA Visualization Studio team led by Cindy Starr 

Florida reef graphic from Science Advances, McClenachan et al. 

http://www.11thhourheroes.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KEq21pUxTw8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HDZiSyM9qbc
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OCEAN BRIEFINGS cont’d 

 

NASA studied how great ocean 

garbage patches (or gyres) form.  

Buoys released by NOAA world-

wide over the past 35 years were 

all carried by ocean currents to the 

five giant gyres.  NASA’s computer 

model also shows that garbage 

put to sea anywhere in the world is 

carried into one of these gyres.  

This conveyance of garbage, large-

ly plastic, over long distances into 

ever swelling gyres threatens tur-

tles, whales, sharks, sea birds, and 

many other migratory species.  Click here to view study animations:  NASA Scientific Visualization Studio . 
 

 

Crustaceans collected from the depths of the Pacific Ocean’s Mariana trench contained 50 times the amount of 

toxic polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) than crabs taken from China’s most polluted river.  PCBs, which were 

banned in the US in 1979, are considered carcinogenic.  They do not break down over time in the environment 

and tend to stick to plastic.  Ocean currents transport contaminated plastic and other waste over long distances 

(see above article).  PCBs accumulate in the fat of marine animals that eat contaminated garbage, then become 

concentrated in ever higher amounts in animals up the food chain.  Scavenging crustaceans that live at ocean 

depth eat sunken remnants of the contaminated dead animals.  Dr. Alan Jamieson of Newcastle University led 

this study and is quoted: “...it’s much easier to pollute the deepest place in the world than the highest moun-

tain.” (Sources: Tech Times, Allan Adamson, Feb. 2017 and Wall Street Journal, Ellie Kincaid, Feb. 2017.) 
 

 

Argonne National Laboratory used nanotechnolo-

gy to invent a breakthrough reusable “Oleo 

Sponge” that can clean up oil spills underwater  

(a first!) or at the surface, be wrung to recover the 

oil, and thus avoid air pollution from incinerating 

spill waste and cleaning supplies.  To view the full 

test video on YouTube, click here:  Oleo Sponge 

This innovation shows us what people can do!  

Please donate today at 11thhourheroes.org to 

help us start more projects to save our seas!  Do-

nations are US tax deductible per IRS code. 

 

Image from NASA Scientific Visualization Studio, Greg Shirah, Development Lead 

Oleo Sponge test in salt water (left) and wringing to recover oil (right). 
Images from Argonne National Laboratory. 

https://svs.gsfc.nasa.gov/4375
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zCx5bzLlRmc
http://www.11thhourheroes.org/

